Meet Our Student Executive Board

Students Taking Action

Through this tough pandemic, the student leadership
team has stepped up and taken action, Withincreased
meetings and dedicated brainstorming sessions, student
leaders have devioped innovative ways to maintain our
vibrant Catholic community oncampus,

2 Sunday Masses Each Week
Students are ableto attend in-person and online

385 Registered Catholics

We are one of the largest religious organizations at RIT

520 Attendees at Mass
Since September of 2020

22 Students at Lenten Retreat
We filled the room o its max capacity

45 Confessions Heard
Sludents have access t0 confession after every mass

By The Numbers
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Smal groups met 1o diucuss Deacon Derrs's presentalion.

Lenten Retreat

The Newmanleadership team
organized a Lentenretreat for
shudents on March 19.5tudents
had the opportunity to meet fellow
Catholics, share a delicious meal,
learn about discernment from
Deacon Dennis, and discuss faith
in small groups. It was a great night!

instagram.com/ritnewwman

Catholic Comnun

APUBLICATION OF THE NEWMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY AT ROCHESTER INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Rev.BrianC.Cool

Dueclor e RIT &
UR Newman Communities

Cool Thoughts

Exactly ona year ago as | write, the President of
the Rochester institute of Technology wrote to
all students, staff, and faculty that the university
would be shutting down and sending students
home. Soonafter, the pandermic swepl across
the globe and infections, iliness, and death came
upON US IN seemingly never-ending waves. it siill
does, although the waves do not seemas highor
strong as they once were. However, the world has
inevitably changed. We have changed. And the
Church has changed too.

When the academic year opened this past
Seplember, ow students were so thrilled to be
back oncampus. They came back totheir 'home
away fromhome.’ As we navigated a campus with
many restrictions, the University Administration
and Newman Statt worked hard 10 putin place
protocols that would be essential, With great
pride, these largely have worked, and campus

15 doing the best it can in a very challenging
emaronment

One anniversary since the pandemic starled,
and eight months since students have been on
campus, the painfud reality of a year of fear, siress,
and lsses are taking their toll—espedcially on
the young minds, hearts, and spirits of those we
serve here at Newman. They seek. as human
persons crave, the companionship of friends and
adeep desire 1o share their energy, passion, and
talents with cthers. T give you but one exampie,
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ment. These make adifference and willmake a
opportunities. Service is nol just about helping diflerence as we build a pew minisiry in the com-
others. Providing service 1o others develops ingmonths— one that is more dynamic, engaging,
onesell, hones one's gifts, and lifts up the human and impactful than the one we have today.

heart as one sees the work they do making For as St. Paul said. “There is nothing love cannot
a true diference on campus, in the community, lace; there is nolimit to its faith, its hope. and

inthe world. endurance” (1 Cor 13:7),

students are not allowed to conduct senvice

Last fall, 1 told our Students that we willget through  Bie sale and well!

this and that we are building resifiency —indeed

we are. But today, as light at ihe end of along Peace,

tunnel begins towarm the earth, cur human

hearts and our campus, the Church and Newman F} 8 < 8 /‘;ﬂ
in particular needs and will be thinking about the

rebuilding necessary to be Christ for others. The
world changed and so must the Churchif we are
tomeet the challenges that will be in front of and

within those of this current generation.

We have been
working with our
future leaders who
bring the faith to
campus and beyond.

Newmanhas always donethis. Wehaveandwe ¢ D¥e0r Jack Fyan and Erc Kenks providemusic l frass
remain on the front lines, working with the next
generation ol leaders of our Church andworld
And, we have already started. We have been
working with our future leaders who will bring the
faith to campus and beyond. And they are eager
as ever and ready totake on this new challenge
with love and mercy. Thank you for your prayers,
blessings, financial support. and kind encourage-

facebook.comiritnewman instagram.com/ritnewman




RIT Knights of Columbus

Dylan Green
Dylanis afourth year knight and a software engi-
neering major fromHorseheads, NY, His interests
include playing Minecraft and games with friends,
collecting coins. camping, as well as hiking. When
asked about why he joined us, Dylan replied that
he “became a Knight out of a need to be more
active inmy faith and faith community.” Some of
the knightly activies that Dylan enjoys include the
Halloween canned food drive and sponsoring
trips to the March for Life in Washington. Of note,
Dylan has personalty lead a Minecraft stream
this fall to donate money to charitias feeding the
hungry. Dylan would personally pitch the knights
as agood way to buikd camaraderie between
friends as they strive to fulfil Christ's command-

events yet, but he has assisted with cleaning up
after mass. Some of his favorite knight activities
include supporting church activities, especially in
the Covid era, and building fraternal bonds with
his feflow brother knights. Louie would personally
pitch the knights as away for men to build lasting
friendships. We're excited to have him on board as
abrother knight!

Tomasz Mazur
Tomasz is a knight and first-year student from
Stamiord, CT studying chemical engineerning.
Tomasz joined the knights last semester because
he states “the virtues of the Knights of Columbus:
faith, brotherhood, charity, and patriotism really
resonated withme and | was looking to meeting

ments. The knights are truly blessed 1o have Dylan more people who also held those values.” One

among our members.

Louie D’Angelo
Louieis aknight and second-year student from
Pittsburgh, PA studying game design and devel-
oprment. His interests include building garmes and
playing games. Louie joined the knights in autumn
of 2020 at the behest of his frendsinthe RIT
KofC Minecralt server,however he also chose

this path to emulate his great-grandiather, a knight

and pillar of his community. Due to Covid, Louie
has not been able to assist in any formal knights
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of the things he enjoys is chatting with his fellow
brothers after mass and islocking forward to
future brotherhood events to grow in fraternity
‘When asked about away to pitch our orgamiza-

tion, Tomasz pitched the knights as “a great way to

getinvolved i your own community in a positive
way. | think a lot of people have reservations about
themembers of the Knights of Colurmibus and i
they would fitin but they really are alot like you
than you think.” We are excited to see what new
perspectives Tomasz brings to the councilinthe
coming years.

facebook.com/ritnewman

Thomas Pawlak
Thomas is & first-year knight from Ciarence,
NY in computing exploration, and will declare
CIT come the end of the semester. Some of his
interests include video games, working out, and
playing chess. He joined the knights last semester
because ha wanted to become more active inthis
faithand to use it as an opportunity to do good just
as Christ taught us. Due to Covid, Thomas has not
been able toassist in any formalknights events
yet, but he has assisted with cleaningup after
mass. Thomas would formally pitch the knights
as "agreat way to not only help keep Newman
running, bt to provide your time and effortinthe
name of charitable causes, and o join a tight-knit
community of fellow Catholic males interestedin
their faith.” Wa are excited to have Thomas in our
ranks as a Knght of Columbus!
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Our RCIA Candidates: Rachel & Jessica

WhyiChose RCIA

By Rachel Ramsdeil

Noevent inparticular prompted me to take the
next step inmy faith joumey andjoin RCIA. Rather.
my faithjourney has been a slow, gradual, intuitive
process that led me to pursue confirmation. While
Iwas baptized as a baby, | was not raised Catholic
My family did not attend mass or pray together.
While we believed in and revered God, we did

not actively practice our religion. ! always feit as if
something was missing, and | believed that to be
abetter knowledge of and a stronger connection
to God. | could feel His presence inmy everyday
life and see His work in the world, but | could not
understand it or know how to show gratitude. |
saw everything that God has done forme,and |
wanted to develop a better relationship with Him
and thank Him for my blessings. God was amys-
tery to me, and | wanted to find out more. ! wanted
my questions answered. | wanted to find a deeper
meaning in everything and learn how o ive my
life in the way God wanted me to. Once | came to
RIT, I finally had the independance to make ny
own choices regarding my religion. | decided to
become more involved. When | saw the adver-
tisement for RCIA, |knew that this was right for
me. Even though | donot have the same strong
religious background as many other peopiein
RCIA do, | want to commit myself tothe Church
and God, withhopes that RCIA will be the start of

Returning to the Faith

By Jessica Gomez

| grew up in a Catholic family and attended

CCO until about 5th grade. Onice | started getting
older, i got busier with school and athletics, and
eventually stopped going to CCD and Mass. Then
acouple years ago my grandma got diagnosad
with Alzheimers. She was the person I grew up
going to church with; she would often take me

to things like conlession and CCD. After she got
sick | thought it would be a good ideato take her
tomass every week, just like she used to take
me. After doing this, I realized what | had lost and
decided | wanted to find my way Dack to my faith.
Whenigot to RIT and tsarned about the Newman
community, | thought that would be a great place
to continue my joumey. | thenlearned about

the RCIA prograrn and decided to join and get
confirmed,
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that process, rather than anend.

{have leamed a lot about the Catholic faith during
the RCIA process. As | mentioned, | didnothave a
strong religious foundation, so | learned alot from
the RCIA classes. Perhaps the most important
thing flearned in RCIA is how to pray property.

| prayed inthe past, but | telt as if | was doing it
wrong, and | did not know what | was doing. The
opening and closing prayers and discussions
about prayer taught me how to pray, whichmade
my prayer life more meaningful.  also got a better
idea of how | should live my life and listen to God.
Learning about the Beatitudes really helped me
get abetter idea of how | should live my life. When
lamangry, Iremember that Jesus wants us to
control our anger, which helps me let things be.
Everything | learned in RCIA strengthened my
faith and brought me closer to God.

I'velearned a lot during the RCIA program. | didnit
just learn about Catholicism, but 1 also leamed-
about myself as well. lwasn't ever really part o
aCatholic commonity. | went to CCD and made
friends through that, but those connections only
really existed in class. It was nice to finally find a
community here at RIT and be a part of it.

| also deepened my faith and learmed more about
Catholicism | had forgotten alot of things or never
leamed some topics, so RCIA gave me the op-
portunity to expand my knowledge. We went over
the Holy Trinity, Beatitudes, and more topics | had
never gonein depth with, Overall, it was agreat
leaming experience.

tacchock.cam/ritnewman

What’s Happening

Recharge |
Hangout '\, :

1829 Rodm {SAU, scross from o
Fradrick Douglsss Suitue) + eHman
RIYP: sonall mch189S@rit.edu et Corrrrry

L

Faith, Friends, & Foad? + e:i«'vman

Plus a Lak from Daacon Dennig!

Fewman

Small groups discuts falth snd
200 8 grost way To maka friendst.

Gonfession

Manday March 29
APK - SPME
GPM -8 PR

niertath Centi
Roomd 1510

Comfuasion b5 en imporiant
part of Lant in praparation
o i Eastes 3o,
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instagram.com/ritnewman




